. CLIMATE
% (GION
MONTH

- GLIMATE
~ A°(THIoN
’ MONTH

A CAG INITIATIVE

¥

W Citizen consumer and civic Action Group




Author
Madhuvanthi Rajkumar

Editors
Vamsi Shankar Kapilavai, Benedicta Isaac, S Saroja

Copyright: Unless specified otherwise, all content in this report is licensed under
a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International license CC-BY-NC-SA 4.0

Icons on pages 14, 51 and 52 are from Noun Project (CC BY 3.0)
Social Media Icons by rawpixel.com on Freepik

Disclaimer: The information in this document has been obtained in good
faith from sources that are believed to be reliable, but any potential
interpretation of this report as making an allegation against a specific
company or companies named would be misleading and incorrect. The
authors accept no liability whatsoever for any direct or consequential loss
arising from the use of this document or its contents.

Citizen consumer and civic Action Group
No.103, First Floor,

Eldams Road, Teynampet,

Chennai - 600018.

Tamil Nadu,

India

Phone Number:
+91-44-2435 4458 | +91-44-2435 0387
Email: helpdesk@cag.org.in



Climate
Action

Month

July 2023







Contents

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT s 7
INTRODUGTION e 9
CAM 2023 - DESIGN & APPROACH ...t 11
S H O OIS e 15
COLLEGES .t 19
COMPANIES ettt 27
PUBLIC EVENTS e 31
TESTIMONIALS e 51

IN THE PRESS

MEDIA COVERAGE e 53
O P =B DS e 56
CONGCLUSION e 59






Climate Action Month 2023

Acknowledgements

“No one who achieves success does so without acknowledging the help

of others. The wise and confident acknowledge this help with gratitude.”
— Alfred North Whitehead

We are grateful fo the many people who
contributed their time, energy and expertise
and made Climate Action Month (CAM)
2023 not only possible but also impactful.
First and foremost, we would like to express
our gratitude to Dr. J. Radhakrishnan |LAS,,
Commissioner, Greater Chennai Corporation
(GCC), who supported us and inaugurated
CAM 2023. We would also like to thank the
various officials in GCC who permitted us to
conduct events in public parks. We would like
to thank Dr. V. Thiruppugazh LLA.S. and Mr.
Deepak Bilgi I.F.S. for readily accepting our
invitation to conclude and draw the curtain
on CAM 2023. We also acknowledge the
support provided by the Tamil Nadu police
in granting permissions to conduct events

in public spaces and for their interest in our
campaign.

We are thankful to our host institutions for
collaborating with us and conducting CAM
events in their premises. In this regard, we
acknowledge and appreciate the support
and enthusiasm of - The Alt school, Grove
school, Vels Vidyashram, AM Jain college,
Stella Maris college, Ethiraj college,
Patrician college, New college, Tamil Nadu
Dr. Ambedkar Law University, ZF Motors,
Hard n Soft Technologies, Trimble, JK Fenner,
Theosophical Society, Nani Palkhivala
Arbitration Centre, The Chennai Photowalk
and Backyard Clan.

This massive campaign would not have been
possible without the support of our brothers
and sisters in arms. We truly appreciate the
support of - Madras Chamber of Commerce
and Industry, Poovulagin Nanbargal, Care
Earth Trust, Chennai Climate Action Group,
Eco Society of India, and Information and
Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban
Communities.

We owe a debt of gratitude to our resource
persons who promptly and enthusiastically
agreed to be a part of this month-long
campaign and empower citizens of Chennai
in various ways and means tfo join the fight
against climate change. In this regard, we
sincerely appreciate and acknowledge the
contributions of — Mr. Logan and The Black
Boys band, Mr. Prakash, Ms. Sree Ponkothai,
Mr. Geo Damin, Mr. Poochi Venkat, Mr. Jeya
Kumar, Ms. Narayani, Ms. Geetha, Ms. Janani
Venkitesh, Mr. Sudarsan Ramamurthy,

Mr. Nikilesh, Mr. Raj Kamal, Ms. Kavitha
Muralidharan, Ms. Keerthana PV, Laddoo
Bhai, conservancy workers, Ms. Lakshmi,
Mr. Gowtham, Ms. Kalai, GCC animators,
Ms. Radha and Ms. Vidhya.



y

NS
N

Participants during the Tree Appreciation Walk at the Theosophical Society
The event was facilitated by Mr.Muthu Karthik from the Care Earth Trust



Introduction

Climate change is an immensely complex
challenge that demands our immediate
attention. It encompasses a multitude of
interconnected dimensions, spanning science,
economics, society, politics, and moral and
ethical considerations.

The Sixth Assessment Report released by
the UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate
Change in March 2023 details the life-
threatening dangers of rising greenhouse
gas emissions and warns of the imminent
consequences of extreme and frequent
climate disasters such as destruction of
homes, loss of livelihoods resulting in
displacement of billions of people, food
and water insecurity exacerbating poverty
and hunger, energy crisis, etc. To effectively
address climate change, we must adopt a
dual approach: mitigating its causes and
adapting to its unavoidable consequences.

The primary burden of mitigating and
adapting to climate change falls on
corporations that are the major emitters of
greenhouse gases and on the governments
that possess the power to enact legislations
that regulate industries, ensuring compliance
with emission limits and environmental
protection standards. However, the
cooperation of citizens is also of utmost
importance in making behavioural changes
to lead a sustainable lifestyle. And the first
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step towards this is to educate the citizens
about the phenomenon of climate change,
which has now in fact evolved to be a climate
emergency.

It is in this context that Citizen consumer
and civic Action Group (CAG) conceived and
launched a month-long campaign, ‘Climate
Action Month’ (CAM).

CAM is an initiative of Citizen consumer
and civic Action Group (CAG) aimed at
raising citizen awareness on the urgency
of the climate crisis and the need for
collective action at governmental,
institutional and individual levels.

CAM engaged and informed citizens from
all walks of life about what climate change
means, its causes, impacts and how one can
contribute to its mitigation at an individual
level. Apart from raising awareness, CAM
was also envisioned to create a platform
which stimulates discussions, facilitates
knowledge sharing, and creates a sense of
community and solidarity among people
to unite against the deadliest threat facing
our planet irrespective of the very many
differences which divide us.

The first edition of Climate Action Month
(CAM) was launched in 2020 and observed
throughout the month of February.



We were successful in conducting over
70+ events across Chennai bringing
together schools, colleges, restaurants,
cafes, environmentalists, civil society
organisations, the general public, etc.

One of the highlights of CAM 2020 was the
installation of a billboard in collaboration
with Apollo Hospitals which featured 3D
lungs. The white 3D lungs which turned black
by the 19th day, highlighted the impact of

air pollution on human health. CAM 2020
raised awareness on a wide range of topics
interconnected with climate change, such

as - importance of biodiversity, waste
segregation, state of rivers, sustainable
menstruation and impact of single-use
plastics, fossil fuels, corporate accountability,
greenwashing, mismanagement of waste, efc.

The second edition of CAM was observed
throughout the month of July 2023. We
successfully conducted about 40 events
across Chennai bringing together schools,
colleges, companies, hobby clubs, civil society
organisations, environmentalists and the
general public. The second edition of CAM
surpassed the jurisdictional limits of Chennai
city and carried the message of climate
action fo peri-urban areas as well.

An array of subjects interconnected with the
climate crisis such as - fast fashion, false
solutions to plastic waste management, mass
species extinction, importance of mindful use
of resources and appreciating nature, policy
discussions, ecofeminism, sustainable
mobility, renewable energy, etc were
discussed.

40
Events

Events in schools, colleges, companies,
hobby clubs, public spaces — bringing
together civil society organisations,
,// environmentalists and general public.
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CAM 2023
Design &
Approach

Tamil Nadu is playing the role of a flag
bearer in climate action in India with the state
government launching dedicated missions,
policies, action plans, etc focussed on

climate change mitigation and adaptation.
However, for these policy actions to translate
into effective implementation, support

and participation of the citizens become
imperative.

Therefore, the primary objective of

the CAM campaign was to aid the
Government of Tamil Nadu in its existing
climate action efforts by empowering
the people with information.

Although climate change has been known
to have a disproportionate impact on
marginalised communities, no citizen
irrespective of class, caste or gender is
exempt from the devastating consequences
of this phenomenon in the long run.
Therefore, while designing CAM, we were
deliberate in ensuring that our campaign
targeted people from all walks of life -
young, old, rich, poor, natural, juridical, etc.

Another important consideration in the
design of our campaign was that
conventional awareness sessions usually
encompass academic and scientific lectures
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and presentations by experts where the
technicality of the subject may overwhelm
the audience and the key messages may not
penetrate sufficiently into their minds. So in
order to break free from the conventional
structure of awareness-building sessions,
CAM was meticulously designed to employ
elements of performance art as the primary
medium of disseminating information. The
key messages of the urgency of the climate
crisis and the need for collective action were
conveyed to the people through traditional
and contemporary genres of Tamil songs
composed exclusively for CAM, mime,
storytelling, documentary screening, group
discussions, nature walks, stand-up comedy,
games, art & craft, field trips, photowalk
and interactive talks. The activities for each
target group was carefully designed keeping
in mind their existing level of knowledge,
awareness, ability to grasp new subjects,
decision-making capacity, etc.

The key messages were conveyed
through traditional and contemporary
genres of Tamil songs, mime, storytelling,
documentary screening, group
discussions, nature walks, stand-up
comedy, games, art & craft, field trips,
photowalk and interactive talks.

n



Dr. J. Radhakrishnan I.A.S., addressing the students at the inaugural event of CAM 2023 at AM Jain College
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FEvents &
Stakeholders

Climate Action Month 2023 was
inaugurated on 1 July 2023 at AM Jain
College by Dr. J. Radhakrishnan I.A.S.,
Commissioner, Greater Chennai
Corporation.

In addition, Ms. L. Sowmya, Deputy Director,
Department of Environment and Climate
Change, TN and Mr. G. Sundarrajan,
Coordinator, Poovulagin Nanbargal were
guests of honour for the inaugural event. Dr.
Radhakrishnan talked about the urgency of
the climate crisis and its impact, particularly
local impacts such as changes in rainfall
patterns, erratic cyclones, floods, etc.
experienced by the people of Tamil Nadu.
He urged the students to make effective use
of CAG’s Climate Action Month, learn about
climate change, and educate themselves
and those around them. Ms. Soumya
enumerated the initiatives taken by the
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Department of Environment and Climate
Change, TN in mitigating climate change and
the need for citizens’ support for its effective
implementation. Mr. Sundarrajan explained
the scientific and sociological dimensions

of the climate crisis in simple terms. He
added that each institution, entity or section
of the population has different roles to

play and appealed to the students to take
responsibility in educating themselves and
joining the fight against climate change.

In keeping with the ambition of the event to
reach as wide a circle of stakeholders

as possible, events over the month were
planned to engage with: schools, colleges,
companies, civil society organisations and
general public.

13
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3 Rs—Refuse, Reduce, Reuse

| will not use single-use plastic N

bags and always carry a
reusable cloth bag

| will not buy single-use water x

bottles and always carry a
reusable water bottle




FEvents &
Stakeholders
a. Schools

We identified school students as an
important target group as they are likely
to bear the brunt of climate change.
Imparting climate literacy will pave the
way to the growth of climate-conscious
adults who will be equipped to meet
these challenges.

We engaged with classes 6, 7 and 8 in Alt
school, Grove school and Vels Vidyashram.
We conducted informative yet entertaining
activities to understand their level of
awareness and to educate them about

the various tips for sustainable living. We
conducted a storytelling session which easily
connected with the children and conveyed
our underlying message that climate change
is a universal problem faced by humankind
and one shouldn’t be apathetic as he/she has
not yet faced its impacts.

We conducted a workshop on upcycling old
newspapers to make paper bin liners, paper
bags, desk organisers, efc. to inculcate the
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3Rs - Refuse, Reduce and Reuse - and help
them understand why they need to move
away from the ‘use and throw’ culture. We
played short animated videos on tips to
lead a sustainable life which were produced
by CAG. Other activities include a talk on
fast fashion and a documentary screening
on rivers which elicited a lot of interesting
questions from them.

The key message delivered to the school
students was that we need to move away
from the linear model of take, make and
waste and move towards a zero-waste
model where no material is thrown away
as waste but instead encouraging reuse
through repair and refurbishment.

Students took a pledge to observe the
following in their daily lives :

3 Rs—Refuse, Reduce, Reuse
No to single-use plastic bags
No to single-use water bottle



Homeschoolers from Alt School participating in a session on plastics, fast fashion and climate change
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(Top and Bottom) A workshop for students from classes 6-8 on how to upcycle old newspapers into

valuable items such as paper bin liners, desk organisers, paper bags, etc.

17
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Students of Stella Maris College interacting with the fisherfolk in Pazhaverkaadu
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FEvents &
Stakeholders
b. Colleges

College students were identified to be an
important target group for this campaign
as they have relatively more autonomy in
decision-making and the ability to influence
their peers and family members.

We engaged with students from various
departments in AM Jain college, Stella
Maris college, Ethiraj college, Patrician
college, New college and Tamil Nadu Dr.
Ambedkar Law University.

We organised talks on various subjects such
as fast fashion and waste segregation to help
the students understand how their day-to-
day actions as simple as what clothes they
buy, and how they dispose of their trash could
impact and contribute to emissions.

We screened documentaries to explain
how plastics are polluting not only at
the downstream stage but also starting
right from the sourcing of fossil fuels and
throughout its lifecycle.

We also organised fun and informative
competitions such as adzap and photo
storytelling, minority opinion justification of
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environmental law judgments to lighten the
grimness of the subject which helped them
engage better with us.

These competitions focussed on familiarising
the students with cross-cutting causes and
impacts of climate change and exposure to
how environmental disputes are decided in
courts of law.

We arranged a field visit for students of
Stella Maris College to Pazhaverkaadu, to
help them understand the impacts of climate
change on the livelihoods of local coastal
communities.

The talk on fast fashion helped students
understand the role of the fashion industry,
textile waste and its contribution to climate
change. We screened a documentary
produced by CAG on the informal market of
waste clothes collection and repurposing in
Chennai.

We invited one such informal clothes collector
to narrate his perspective of the impacts

of the omnipresent polyester clothes and

the use-and-throw culture. This first-hand
account was well received by the students.

19



Crtoem cormanet od chid ltim g

Laddoo, an old clothes collector from Otteri, engaging with the students of AM Jain college

He talked engagingly about how the informal sector operates

Students of sociology from Stella Maris College participated in a session on the importance of biodiversity

The session was facilitated by experts from Care Earth Trust

20
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Conservancy workers explaining the need for source segregation to students of

AM Jain College (Top) and Patrician College (Bottom)
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The talk on the importance of waste
segregation was facilitated by members
and volunteers of various resident welfare
associations in Chennai who explained the
need for segregation at source and the do’s
and don'ts of segregation.

Additionally, we invited conservancy
workers and animators from the Greater
Chennai Corporation who recounted the
harsh realities they face on the ground
while doing their jobs.

Documentaries explaining the hazards of
plastics throughout their lifecycle and the
story of the Adyar river and impacts of plastic
pollution in water bodies, illegal discharge

of industrial effluents, etc were screened
followed by a critical discussion.

(Top) Conservancy workers explaining the need for source

segregation to students of Ethiraj College

(Right) Screening of a documentary, on the impacts of

pollution on the Adyar river, at Patrician College
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Competitions testing students’ creativity

and awareness on environmental issues
were conducted. For the adzap competition,
students were given a product which is an
alternative fo single-use plastic and they
were required to prepare a script on the spot
to enact an advertisement for the product.
For the photo storytelling competition,
students were shown 20 photos relating to
the climate crisis on the spot and they were
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required o present a story using
these pictures.

For law students, an activity called ‘Minority
opinion justification’ of environmental
disputes was conducted. Judgments of the
Union Carbide case (1991) and the ICJ case of
Costa Rica v. Nicaragua (2018) were chosen
and the students were required to defend the
dissenting opinion in each judgement.

Students of AM Jain College enacting an impromptu advertisement as part of the adzap competition

23



15 Jul 2023, 12:13 pm

Winners of the ‘minority opinion justification’ competition receiving their prize money

These events were held at (Top) Patrician College and (Bottom) Tamil Nadu Dr. Ambedkar Law University




We arranged a field visit to Pazhaver-
kaadu for the students of the sociology
department from Stella Maris College.
We made a decision to involve students
of sociology in our campaign as we
believe that integration of the social
sciences in environmental decision-mak-
ing and in our efforts to combat climate
change is of ultimate importance.

S~
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Our aim was to expose the students to the
landscape of an ecologically sensitive area
and help them understand how climate
change and industrialisation have impacted
the coastal landscape and the livelihoods of
the communities living there.

(Below) Students and faculty from of Stella Maris

college on a field visit to Pazhaverkaadu

Rajkamal, a resident of Pazhaverkaadu coastal community, explaining the impacts of climate change

on fisherfolk’s livelihoods, social welfare and health

25
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(Above) Divya, CAG, explaining the importance of sustainable mobility in mitigating climate change

(Next page) Sumana, CAG, addressing employees at ZF Motors on the role of vehicular emissions and

how these contributed to the climate crisis
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Events &
Stakeholders
c. Companies

Corporate employees were an important
target group as they are a rapidly growing
section of the population, particularly, in
Chennai.

Given their high purchasing power, easy
access to resources and a lavish corporate
culture/lifestyle, we felt it necessary to raise
awareness on the importance of sustainable
consumption among this group.

We planned our session in a way to draw
their attention to the issue by organising a
standup comedy show which highlighted
day-to-day unsustainable practices through
light-hearted humour.

This was followed by a talk on how
unsustainable transportation, particularly
private vehicles running on fossil fuels, is a
contributing factor to climate change. We
felt this was an important topic fo address at
companies as many employees use private
vehicles to commute to work either for
convenience or in the absence of common
transportation arranged by the companies.

We also arranged a talk on sustainable
energy consumption as corporate offices,
especially large companies, consume
significant energy resulting in increased
contribution to carbon emissions.

Climate Action Month 2023

Following the talks on the importance of
sustainable transportation and energy
consumption, a documentary explaining the
need to transition to clean sources of energy
was screened.

27



Sudarsan, a comic, performing a well-received stand-up comedy show on sustainability for the staff of Trimble
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Staff of JK Fenner participating in a CAM awareness session
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Participants admiring the natural surroundings as they walk through the greenery at Adyar eco-park
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FEvents &
Stakeholders

d. Public Events

One of our most important target groups was
the general public. We conducted events such
as music and dance shows, mime shows,

and games for kids and adults to attract the
audience who visit public parks during the
weekends.

We conducted these activities in My Lady’s
park, Ayapakkam Arignar Anna park and
Anna Nagar Tower park.
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The main event in the parks was the
music show where 4 songs on the themes
of sustainability, environmental pollution
and climate change were written and
composed exclusively for CAM 2023.

The Black Boys band used contemporary
Tamil music genres such as gaana, folk, rap,
beatboxing etc. to perform these songs.

Ms.Narayani, a writer, addressing the general public on gendered impacts of climate change
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The Black Boys band performing their song and dance routines, built around the themes of

environment and climate change. The event was held for the general public at the Arignar Anna Park, Ayapakkam

T

The Black Boys band performing their dance routine at Anna Nagar Tower park
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Madhuvanthi, CAG, conducting a game of ‘Climate Bingo’ for kids at Arignar Anna park, Ayapakkam
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Children and adults in the Arignar Anna park enthusiastically participating in the music and dance shows
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Members of Team CAG kickstarting a CAM public event at My Lady’s park
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Another type of event organised to engage
with the public was walks reconnecting
people with nature led by a subject expert.

The Biodiversity walk conducted in the
Theosophical Society helped the audience
experience the serenity and calmness of
nature amidst the noise, bustle and traffic

in the city. Mr. Geo Damin, a volunteer

at Poovulagin Nanbargal explained the
importance of biodiversity and how human
actions have disturbed nature’s cycles,
leading to us currently living through the 6th
mass species extinction event.

The Nature walk conducted in Tholkappiar
Poonga (Adyar Eco-Park) saw the enthusi-
astic participation of people from different
backgrounds - school teachers, conserva-

tionists, families, PhD scholars, doctors, etc.

Mr. Poochi Venkat, led the walk and explained
the history of the park and migratory patterns
of birds that used fo frequent the area before
it became urbanised. The audience stopped
to observe the different kinds of insects, trees
and birds within the park and expressed their
enjoyment and appreciation of nature.

A biodiversity walk organised at the Theosophical society and facilitated by Geo Damin,

volunteer from Poovulagin Nanbargal, opened the eyes of city dwellers to the beauty of nature

36
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Participants engrossed in bird watching during the nature walk at Adyar eco-park
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A scenic view of the Adyar Creek as it flows through the Adyar eco-park
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After a long and engrossing nature walk through the Adyar Eco-park. The event was facilitiated by Poochi Venkat

Photography enthusiasts participating in a photowalk at Agaramthen wetlands. The event was facilitated by

The Chennai Photowalk and Darwin from Eco-Society India
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We organised a photowalk at Agaramthen
wetlands, in collaboration with The Chennai
Photowalk, a hobby club consisting of
photography enthusiasts. Mr. Darwin from
Eco-Society India led the walk.
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He explained how deification of the trees
(sacred groves) by the local villagers helped
protect the biodiversity in that area. It is
pertinent to note that many children actively
participated in the walk.

Participants capturing different aspects of the wetlands on the photowalk in Agramthen
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(Top and Bottom) Students from various matriculation schools in Chennai attending the climate awareness

programme through storytelling session conducted at the TN Police Museum
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During our interactions with the Greater
Chennai Police for obtaining permissions

for CAM, Ms. B. Shamoondeswari, Joint
Commissioner, Headquarters, Greater
Chennai Police, requested us to conduct an
awareness session at the TN Police Museum
for school students in an attempt to augment
police-public relationship, in addition to
sensitising them on climate action.

Climate Action Month 2023

About 80 students from three different private
schools ranging from 5th to 8th standard

and about 30 police personnel were in the
audience for this session. After orienting them
on what climate change is, its causes and
impacts, we organised engaging activities,
such as storytelling and mime shows.
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Prakash and team performing a mime show highlighting the importance of trees

in mitigating climate change
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We organised an informal awareness session
at the Vandalur Zoo for families who were
visiting with their children. We explained the
importance of conservation of wildlife and
their fast-paced extinction and endangerment
as a result of human activities.

The Govt. of Tamil Nadu and the United
Nations Environment Programme collabora-
tively launched several green initiatives on 27
July 2023 as part of the G20 Summit.

They expressed their commitment fo

work together on a range of issues such

as sustainable cooling, plastic waste
management, environmental education, etc.

As part of the G20 side event, CAG was
invited to conduct a climate literacy
awareness session for about 500 students
from government schools from various
districts.

UN®
environment

Government of Tamil Nadu &
UN Environment Programme
Collaboration for Climate Change

Date: 27° July 2023 Venue: Kalaivanar Arangam, Chennai
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Government of Tamil Nadu &
UN Environment Programme
Collaboration
for Climate Change

Madhuvanthi, CAG, addressing school students from various districts
of Tamil Nadu during a G20 side event

(Previous Page Top ) Members of team CAG addressing the general public at Vandalur Zoo on

the impacts of climate change on wildlife

(Previous Page Bottom) Keerthana, a professional storyteller, narrating a story on

why we must care about the climate crisis
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One of CAG’s flagship initiatives is the
Kuppai Thiruvizha (zero waste carnival),
an event that aims to bring together
entrepreneurs and experts fo promote
zero-waste and plastic-free lifestyles.

We have conducted 6 Kuppai Thiruvizhas since
2016. We conducted the 7th Kuppai Thiruvizha
as part of CAM 2023 at AM Jain College.

The event featured about 25 stalls by zero-
waste vendors who showcased products
made from alternatives to single-use plastics.
We had a footfall of about 5,000 individuals
throughout the day of Kuppai Thiruvizha.

In addition, we also organised engaging
workshops, informative talks, and various
cultural activities.

(Above and Next Page) Zero waste vendors displaying various plastic free alternatives and plastic

packaging free products in their stalls during the 7th Kuppai Thiruvizha (Zero waste carnival)
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(Top and Bottom) Zero waste vendors displaying various plastic free alternatives and plastic packaging

free products in their stalls during the 7th Kuppai Thiruvizha (Zero waste carnival)
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(Top) Students of AM Jain college enjoying the music and dance show during Kuppai Thiruvizha
(Bottom) Team CAG kickstarting the 7th Kuppai Thiruvizha
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One of our most important events in CAM
2023 was the discussion amongst
environmental groups on the Chennai
Climate Action Plan (CCAP).

We invited various NGOs in Chennai such

as Poovulagin Nanbargal, Care Earth,
Pasumai Thayagam, Chennai Climate Action
Group, Extinction Rebellion, Information and
Resource Centre for the Deprived Urban
Communities, etc. The discussion delved into
a critical analysis of the proposed Chennai
Climate Action Plan’s 6 major categories -
Decarbonising electric grid and increasing
usage of renewable energy, energy efficient
buildings, tfransport, sustainable waste

management, managing urban floods and
water scarcity, vulnerable population and
health. Some of the points of discussion

were that while some CSOs were consulted
during the drafting process of the action plan,
participants highlighted the need to hold a
public consultation with welfare associations
for the vulnerable communities.

Another important takeaway was that while
the action plan has been backed by research
from Science, Technology, Engineering and
Mathematics (STEM) institutions, the lack

of consultation and integration of the social
sciences academia could result in challeneges
in implementing the plan.

Discussion amongst CSOs on the Chennai Climate Action Plan. The event was held at the CAG office
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We organised a documentary screening on the
story of the river Adyar for the general public
at The Backyard Clan.

The audience was mixed ranging from ages
10 to 50. The discussion which followed
the screening was very interactive and
revolved around whether decentralisation of

% developmental activities could help reduce
T pollution of water bodies in Chennai. Many
, GLIMATE : people in the audience also expressed their
%%]HH : appreciation for CAG's efforts in environmental
A protection and other civic issues.

(Uelostet
(Left) Shankar, CAG, addressing the public on the impact

of pollution and the importance of preserving rivers

Participants at a documentary screening on the Story of Adyar. The event was held at Backyard Clan.
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Dr. Thiruppugazh IAS, Head, Advisory Com-
mittee for Flood Mitigation in Chennai and
Mr. Deepak Bilgi IFS, Director, Department of
Environment and Climate Change were the
guests of honour for our concluding event.

Ouir final public event was a ‘tree appreciation
walk’ in the Theosophical Society led by Mr.
Muthu Karthik, Care Earth. He explained the
origin of various tree species in Theosophical
Society and highlighted the importance

of proliferation of native species. He also
explained the important role of trees in
mitigating climate change and their benefits
including medicinal uses which each species
has to offer to other living beings.

We concluded the CAM campaign with a
closing meeting at Stella Maris College in
association with the gender centre on 31st
July 2023. Dr. Thiruppugazh aptly spoke
about the importance of changing our
patterns of consumption to sustainable ways
and being mindful of all the resources that
we use. He also added that sustainable
development should be inclusive to address
the disproportionate impacts of climate
change on marginalised communities. Mr.
Deepak Bilgi urged for the citizens’ support

in the government’s efforts to combat climate
change. He highlighted the need for climate
literacy among the general public and
appreciated CAG'’s efforts in organising CAM.

Concluding event of CAM 2023 held at Stella Maris College
Dr. V. Thiruppugazh I.A.S and Mr. Deepak Bilgi I.F.S were the chief guests for the event
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Testimonials

,) :IP:SJSI'TI‘:F:II‘IYG “The CAM session was very informative and interesting.

thiraj College It gave us a whole new outlook on what sustainability
means. | learned about how there is an informal market
where old clothes are recycled and reused and people
earn their living through this. | also got to know how
7 much damage fast fashion is causing the planet”

A,

“Through this programme, | got to know how to use
different buckets fo segregate waste and it allowed me
o grasp the situation of the sanitation personnel when
we don’t segregate waste. After the programme, | have
decided to buy only cotton clothes and reuse old items.”

Suncy
Ethiraj College (((

Anika

Stella Maris “CAG's awareness programme on climg’re chcr?ge
) was an eye opener for me. The inferactive sessions

they conducted, such as documentary screening on
‘vanishing water bodies’, talk on ecofeminism, field visit
to Pulicat revealed many of the environmental concerns
we have been missing so far. It has also given me hope
7 that as students and future generations, we can do so
much better for the environment.”

College

“We were impressed by the professionalism and A
enthusiasm demonstrated by each member of your
Team. Your patience, kindness, and ability to connect with
the students on a personal level were remarkable. You
created awareness and instilled a sense of responsibility
and self-awareness in our students regarding climate .
action. Thank you once again.” Geethapriya (
Vels Vidyashram (
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Varshini “We have all been learning environmental science
’)) Stella Maris since school but what came in as a breakthrough to

College

me is CAG’s Climate Action Month. One of the key
takeaways for me is the necessity of social sciences
and sociological perspectives in environmental
conservation. Another takeaway is that even as

7 individual citizens there are many micro steps we can
take to create a huge impact.”

“Our journey with CAG’s Climate Action Month has been
thought-provoking and enjoyable. We learned not only

%

to conserve and preserve the environment but also fo
have a wide-angle perspective on the issues that are
prevailing around us. As a sociology student, | find CAG’s
collaboration with us fo be a much-needed one since the .
interplay of sociology in our environment could help us Bhavadharani
infer better interventions.” Stella Maris (‘
College
Sharmila “I thank CAG and our management for conducting
) ) AM Jain Climate Action Month 2023 in our campus. The
programme was really useful as | was not aware of
college the waste mana ti in th ti
gement issues in the perspectives
explained by the team. Thank you CAG team for giving
awareness about waste segregation and also for

7 providing solutions and alternatives for the problem of
increasing plastic use.”

“As part of the Climate Action Month (CAM) initiative,

the Alt School partnered with CAG to conduct a series

of events to sensitise children on the urgent need for
creating a sustainable present. The sessions were mind
blowingly amazing. The team engaged the children so
beautifully. Our homeschoolers are now so mindful about
sustainability and are going all out to do whatever it
takes to make our planet better. Thank you CAG :)”

%

Deepa
Alt school <K(
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In the Press
Media coverage

@ India World Opinion Sports e-Paper TH

HOME / NEWS / CITIES / CHENNAI

Civic group launches climate change awareness
campaign in Chennai

The public will be engaged through an array of events such as performing arts, talks, workshops, stand-
up comedy and music. Biodiversity walk to be held on July 2 at the Theosophical Society

July 01,2023 06:33 pm | Updated 06:33 pm IST - CHENNAI

THE HINDU BUREAU

(5) COMMENTS 2> SHARE [9 reap LATER

The Citizen Consumer and Civic Action Group (CAG) on Saturday launched the “Climate
Action Month 2023”, a campaign to raise awareness on climate change and sustainability.

Activities as part of the Climate Action Month (CAM) 2023, kicked off by J.
Radhakrishnan, Greater Chennai Corporation Commissioner, L. Sowmya, Deputy Director
of Department of Environment and Climate Change, and G. Sundarrajan, Coordinator,
Poovulagin Nanbargal, will involve sensitising multiple stakeholders, encouraging
exchange of ideas, and collective action over climatic issues.

Inaugurating the event at A.M. Jain College, Mr. Radhakrishnan spoke about the urgency
of the climate crisis and the resultant change in rainfall pattern, periodic cyclones and
N floods in Chennai.

An article by The Hindu covering the launch of CAM 2023
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CAM second edition in July

TNN / Jun 30, 2023, 08:15 IST

You're Reading

CAM second edition in July I I I O I

Chennai: The second edition of the Climate Action Month (CAM) will be
observed throughout July and the inaugural session will be held atJain College

on Saturday in presence of Chennai corporation commissioner Dr J
Radhakrishnan and G Sundarrajan, coordinator of Poovulagin Nanbargal.

CAM has been envisioned as an arena for bringing together multiple
stakeholders to initiate discussions, exchange of ideas, and collective action
over climate issues of global importance. Several events will be held in July to
in relation to CAM. TNN

An article by Times of India covering the inaugural event of CAM 2023

DTNEXT Daily Thanthi Pukaar Petti Thanthi TV

2 DT&NEXT

Home > News > Chennai

Month-long climate action events
commence in Chennai

The first edition of CAM was conducted in February 2020 with more than 70 events and
reached over 10,000 people.

DTNEXT Bureau | 2 july 2023 8:20 PM (Updated: 2 July 2023 8:20 PM )

Advertisement

Ads by Google

BELGGRCELLEE Why this ad? @

The inaugural event of CAM covered by DT Next
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@ India World Opinion Sports e-Paper TH
/ / / CHENNAI

Lifestyle change can be the first step to stop
climate change, says official

Being one of the most urbanised States in the country, Tamil Nadu is vulnerable to the effects of extreme
weather events, says Deepak Bilgi, Director, Department of Environment and Climate Change, at the
valedictory of “Climate Action Month” in Chennai

July 31,2023 08:36 pm | Updated 08:36 pm IST - CHENNAI
THE HINDU BUREAU
(5) COMMENTS 5> SHARE [9 ReAD LATER

Being one of the most urbanised States in the country, Tamil Nadu is vulnerable to the
effects of extreme weather events, said Deepak Bilgi, Director, Department of
Environment and Climate Change, at an event by the Citizen Consumer and Civic Action
Group (CAG) on Monday.

The CAG concluded “Climate Action Month”, a four-week-long campaign to accelerate
awareness on the need for climate action, with a valedictory event at Stella Maris College
along with the institution’s sociology department. Throughout the month, schools,
colleges, and private companies were engaged in biodiversity walks, visits to areas
vulnerable to climate change such as Pulicat and Agaramthen wetland, music events, and
stand up comedy sessions at public parks.

An article by The Hindu covering the concluding event of CAM 2023

@ India World Opinion Sports e-Paper TE

/ / / CHENNAI

Civil society organisation to make
representation on Chennai Climate Action Plan

Questions remain on the practicalities of the initiative, say civil society groups

July 08,2023 09:03 pm | Updated July 09,2023 02:32 pm IST - CHENNAI

GEETHA SRIMATHI

(5) COMMENTS 2> SHARE [% ReaD LATER

The Climate Action Plan (CAP) for Chennai is a positive sign that the government
acknowledges the need to tackle climate change, but questions remain on the
practicalities of the initiative, said city-based civil society groups on Thursday.

In a discussion held by Citizen Consumer and Civic Action Group (CAG), the 300-page
action plan released a month ago, was analysed by representatives of Care Earth Trust,
Poovulagin Nanbargal, IRCUDC, Chennai Climate Action Group. The CAP essentially
focusses on six areas - electrical grid and renewable energy, building energy, sustainable
transport, solid waste management, urban flooding and water scarcity and vulnerable
populations and health.

The Hindu’s coverage of the CSO led discussion on Chennai Climate Action Plan.
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Sustainability as a solution for climate change in Chennai and beyond

Health Infrastructure Waste Water Society

Envir

August 31,2023 Mala Balaji
NEED FOR ACTION BY STAKEHOLDERS

Community effort has brought about significant changes in waste management and created a green space in Kasturba Nagar, serving as an example of sustainability. Pic: ROKA

An article on sustainability as a solution for climate change by Mala Balaji, Researcher, CAG
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Climate action plan is ready,

let’s back it up with science

GARBAGE DAMAGE :
In Chennai, the waste
sector contributes
13% of emissions,
with solid waste
constituting 94.1%
and wastewater 5.9%

ities occupy only two per
cent of the world’s land
area, yet consume more
than two-thirds of the
world’s energy and are responsible
for more than 70% of global green-
house gas (GHG) emissions, accord-
ing to a 2021 World Bank report.

Coastal cities are at the fore-
front of the global climate crisis.
The Chennai Climate Action Plan
(CCAP) was recently unveiled by
chief minister M K Stalin. The
plan was prepared by the Greater
Chennai corporation and the TN
department of environment and
climate change with support from
C40 Cities and the Urban Manage-
ment Centre. It aims to align with
the Paris Agreement and focuses
on six sectors: electrical grid and
renewable energy, building energy;
sustainable transport, solid waste
management, urban flooding and
water scarcity, and vulnerable
populations and health. The plan
serves as a roadmap by adhering
to the intergovernmental panel on
climate change target of net zero
by 2050 against India’s national
goal of net zero by 2070.

Any climate action plan is fun-
damentally based on data. Scientific
processes need to be followed rigor-
ously for CCAP to be seen as a stra-
tegic document. According to the
Global Protocol for Community-
Scale Greenhouse Gas Emission
Inventories (GPC) — the 2018 emis-
sions data from here have been used
as the baseline for CCAP — Chen-
nai’s total annual emissions were
14.38 MtCO2e (or 1.9 tonnes of CO2e
emissions per capita), with the ma-
jority coming from stationary en-
ergy use (71%), followed by trans-
port (16%), and solid and liguid
waste sectors (13%).

With the business-as-usual sce-

Chennai gets proactive against climate
change, aiming for carbon neutrality by
2050. However, rethinking baseline

emissions is crucial for implementation

nario, emissions are projected to
increase almost fourfold by 2050 to
55.08 MtCO2e. Managing these an-
ticipated increases and

recording outcomes

identify specific emission sources
which the CCAP does not use in its
data. These differences between
baseline data and how future
GHG emissions are pro-

is likely to need PRIVATE jected or outcomes are
better data han- VEHICLES HAVE calculated can hinder
dling. For ex- concerted efforts to
ample, the “ﬂmunﬂ'"slnmmg AS address actions un-
GPC includes der sectors identi-
the following FOR 84% OF GHG fied in the CCAP.

emission cat- BUT CLEAR Within sta-
egories: sta- EMISSIONS, NO tionary energy
tionary emis- MEASURES HAVE BEEN use, residential
sions, trans- IDENTIFIED TO and commercial
portation, DISCOURAGE THIS buildings constitute

waste, industrial

processes, and agri-

culture, forestry, and

land use. However, the CCAP uses
only three of these categories for its
baseline, but adds industrial pro-
cesses, and agriculture, forestry and
land use for future GHG emissions.
The GPC also has sub-categories to

8.27 MtCOZ2e. Although

it is acknowledged in

CCAP that these emissions
result from electricity generating
thermal power plants, public and
private sector energy generators
are not held accountable. Instead,
those emissions are offset on in-
dividuals, which increases their

DISASTER ZONE: According to the
Climate Vulnerability Index,
Chennai is highly susceptible to
floods and cyclones

per capita emission.

In transportation, private vehi-
cles have been identified as respon-
sible for 84% of GHG emissions, but
no clear measures have been identi-
fied to discourage this. Merely clas-
sifying vehicles as private and com-
mercial for the baseline does not
offer enough data for future actions
to mitigate vehicular emissions.

The CCAP also fails to draw in-
ferences from the non-motorised
transport policy developed for the
GCC in 2014, which could have pro-
vided actionable insights for reduc-
ing emissions. The waste sector
contributes 13% of emissions, with
solid waste constituting 94.1% and
wastewater 5.9%. The CCAP ac-
knowledges that only 20% of solid
waste is processed while the remain-
ing 80% is dumped across the city’s
dumpsites. Suggestions were made
to address the issue, such as allocat-
ing storage space for solid waste

generated in buildings, but the plan
lacks a blueprint on how to achieve
the goals.

Despite wastewater, including
sewage, being discharged into the
Adyar, Cooum and Kosasthalayar,
the action plan claims all wastewa-
ter is treated using aerobic technol-
ogy-based sewage treatment plants
(STPs) that do not produce methane
as a by-product. Biological treat-
ment methods are considered eco-
nomical and effective for treating
wastewater, but the CCAP neither
talks about measures to stop waste-
water discharge into the rivers nor
about biological treatment methods.
The plan does not consider circular-
ity in managing wastewater dis-
charge in rivers. This approach,
which aims to recover and reuse
elements of wastewater for benefi-
cial purposes based on circular
economy principles, can help to
protect waterways from pollution.

According to the Climate Vulner-
ability Index, Chennai is highly
susceptible to floods and cyclones.
The CCAP also includes heatwaves,
water scarcity, and sea level rise as
potential climate risks. A review of
existing research on climate action
plans highlighted that most plans
do not account for heatwaves and
the urban heat island effect. Al-
though increasing tree cover and
biodiversity can help mitigate heat-
waves and the urban heat island
effect, the CCAP does not suggest
specific actions such as green roofs
or cool pavements, other than add-
ing green cover and creating biodi-
versity parks. The city’s green cover
is often diminished by development
works such as metro rail construc-
tion and stormwater drainage and
the CCAP provides no solution to
this ongoing problem.

The CCAP prescribes mitigation
measures such as investing in solar
rooftop systems and maintaining
storm water drains with the goal of
achieving carbon neutrality by 2050.
The plan includes perspectives from
consultations with a few civil soci-
ety organisations, but not from
other grassroot communities such
as trade unions, fisherfolk or the
general public including vulnerable
populations. Wider community con-
sultations need to be undertaken to
assess the feasibility of these ambi-
tious actions. The CCAP aims to
create a science-based roadmap for
Chennai to become climate resil-
ient, but it would have been a more
holistic document if it had included
adaptation measures from climate
Jjustice perspectives, in addition to
its heavily prescribed engineering
solutions.

(The writer is a researcher
specialising in environment
and climate action)

An article on the Chennai Climate Action Plan by Shankar Prakash, Senior Researcher, CAG
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An article on waste to energy by Afroz Khan, Researcher, CAG



Conclusion

CAM 2023 was a grand success with over

40 events conducted in 31 days impacting
over 8500 individuals in Chennai. We were
delighted to receive positive feedback from
our stakeholders and their promises to switch
to sustainable modes of consumption and
mindful living were truly encouraging and
fulfilling.

The use of performance art elements such

as Tamil folk, gaana and rap music, mime,

art and craft, storytelling, movie screenings,
games, etc helped us draw the attention of
the audience and enabled the stakeholders to
connect with the subject better with prolonged
attention. One of the hits of CAM 2023 was

the nature walks, which were widely enjoyed
by the participants. People from different
backgrounds and age groups participated in
our walks and expressed their appreciation
for the opportunity to reconnect with nature
away from the hustle and bustle of the city and
requested us to organise more such nature
walks.

We found that among all the different stake-
holders we engaged with, school students
between classes 6 to 8 were the most
enthusiastic and keen to learn.

Contrary to popular belief, although they
were the youngest group of stakeholders,

Climate Action Month 2023

their understanding of the climate crisis and
their ability to grasp new concepts, including
technical aspects, was remarkable. The school
students were genuinely concerned about the
issue of plastic pollution and pledged to refrain
from using single-use plastic bags and bottles
and make small yet impactful changes in their
lives such as carrying a reusable bag, water
bottle and to segregate waste at home.

One of the relevant findings was that among
college students, the understanding of envi-
ronmentalism was quite primitive.

We found that they easily buy into commonly
propagated greenwashing tactics and strong-
ly believe that beach and street cleanups and
planting trees as the common solutions to
environmental issues.

Many students approached us at the end of
each session and expressed that the sessions
were truly eye-opening and asked us for
suggestions on how they and their families
can contribute to mitigating climate change
at an individual level.

Another important observation across all
stakeholders, particularly, in colleges and
companies, was that while global warming
seemed to be a familiar term, awareness of
the phenomenon of climate change and
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understanding of the imminence of its
impacts were fairly low.

Almost all stakeholders were unaware of the
government initiatives to combat climate
change, even the most popularised ones such
as the ‘Meendum Manjappai’ and the ban on
14 single-use plastic items.

During Kuppai Thiruvizha VII, we realised that
there were many entrepreneurs in Tamil Nadu
and other states selling alternatives to single
use plastics, however, they do not receive
enough and frequent opportunities to connect

directly with consumers and therefore they
are unable to sustain their businesses by
making it profitable.

Following the conclusion of CAM 2023, we
received many inquiries from colleges for
further collaboration on issues discussed
during the awareness sessions, such as setting
up an effective waste management process
on campus, helping them achieve a single-use
plastics free campus, involving their students
in CAG's research work, particularly fieldwork,
and helping them design their environmental
studies syllabus, etc.

Creating accountable citizens @

through performance arts

and technical exchanges

with events across Chennai 9
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Climate Action Month 2023

Recommendations

Based on our observations, experiences and
learnings from CAM 2023, we recommend
the Government of Tamil Nadu to consider the
following:

1. Strengthen efforts to impart climate literacy
at educational, financial, government,
private, community, social welfare and legal
institutions.

2. Familiarise the term ‘climate change’

and simplify the various dimensions of the
climate crisis by highlighting its impacts and
consequences at an individual level and
communicating it through Public Service
Announcements (PSA) at prominent locations
and media forms.

3. Involve popular personalities and celebrities
to endorse and promote the government’s
efforts in combating climate change.

4. Increase awareness on the need for
sustainable consumption with respect to food,
energy, water, clothing, tfransportation, etc., in
addition to plastics.

5. Promote alternatives to single-use plastics
through PSAs and facilitate the creation

of a market space for easy access to these
products by consumers.

6. Ensure effective implementation of the ban
on single-use plastics and other subsequent
and relevant government orders in that
regard and regularly monitor and evaluate
the status of implementation on single-use
plastics, starting with their implementation in
government departments, institutions, etc.

7. Strengthen the impact of the ban by
widening the scope to prohibit the use of
single-use plastic (PET) water bottles and
promoting the use of reusable water bottles in
government offices, ceremonies, meetings, etc.

8. Mandate urban local bodies, municipalities
and private waste management

service providers to conduct regular
awareness sessions on the importance of
segregation of waste.

9. Mandate corporate stakeholders to actively
contribute and participate in the government’s
efforts to combat climate change. This shall
not be limited to beach and street cleanups,
as they are not real/effective solutions to the
climate crisis or plastic pollution.

10. Promote the 7 Rs of sustainability - Rethink,

Refuse, Reduce, Repurpose/Repair/Refurbish,
Reuse, Recycle, Rot.
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